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What is a zine? And our intentions

A zine is what you are holding in your hands and/or looking at - 

it is a Do It Yourself book.

You can share and/or print the pdf, copy it with a copy-machine 

or pass it around.

It can be text, drawings, collages or whatever you would like.

Our intention with this zine is to share some reflections and 

experiences with teaching within the neoliberal university / the 

academic industrial complex and hopefully both inspire other 

people to resist and dismantle oppressive knowledge 

production structures as well as share some strategies on 

surviving academia as an activist/scholar working from a 

marginalized position.

This zine is a combination of reflections on a collaborative teaching 
experience and a counter-archive (Haritaworn, Moussa and Ware, 2018) of 

QTIBIPOC anti-colonial knowledge. A few years ago we (Nico and 
Oda-Kange) taught an applied anthropology course on norm-critique and 
discrimination to a group of predominantly white, middle class cisgender 

students. The class was organized as a collaboration with a local NGO, and 
the students were given the task to study issues of discrimination and 

exclusion within youth, leisure activities.

Our students had very limited theoretical and methodological knowledge of 
racialization, cis- and heteronormativity, intersectionality, (de)coloniality and 
marginalization. Therefore, we experienced that many students gravitated 

towards potential field sites where they assumed to find racial and 
gendered ‘others’. This gave us the opportunity to examine, and therefore 
challenge, what students of anthropology are often taught in terms of ‘the 
other’, positionality, accountability in research and particularly dynamics of 

insider/outsider and researcher/researched.

Designing the course as a counter-archive helped us guide the students’ 
investigation their own positionalities and research interests, how to 

incorporate tools of accountability and justice in anthropology, as well as 
how we dealt with discomfort in the classroom.

We hope this zine will contribute to a collective discussion on how we can 
use norm-critical and anti-colonial tools to better European standards of 
Anthropological education, while navigating the deeply colonial, cis- and 

heteronormative fabric of what is considered canon.

What is this zine about?
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WHAT DID THEY TEACH US ABOUT ANTHROPOLOGY? WHAT WE TAUGHT OURSELVES: creating a counter-archive
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The teaching setting of Applied Anthropology (Re)building: Course and Curriculum
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(Re)building: Course and Curriculum Collective safer & BRave space agreement
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Collective safer & brave space agreement
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privilege test



Reorientation: the classroom discomfort
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How to ask 
this??

Why don’t I  get 
the same 
recognition as in 
other classes??

But, but … then 
what can I ask 
them??

Does that mean 
there is nothing I 
can research 
because I am 
white, cis, 
heterosexual and 
middle class?

I just want to 
make a difference 
in the world. Why 
does it have to be  
so hard?!

Resistance
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Students’ constructions of fields Subverting the gaze



PRESENTING FOR THE NGO - Institutional resistance COLLECTIVE HEALING
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“When conducting future 
studies, the research team 

should reflect the field it 
wants to generate 

knowledge on.”

“Do you want to erase 
the whole history of 
Anthropology??!!”

“What happened at the 
presentation is such a 
good example of 
everything we’ve been 
discussing in this course!”

White, cis 
tears

we are 
KILLJOYs!


